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January 2, 1957 
The United States Section of the 


Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom congratulates you 
on your opportunity to participate in 
the 85th Congress and earnestly solicits 
your support of policies which we be- 
lieve will make possible the just and 
peaceful solution of the grave problems 
confronting our country both at home 
and abroad. The principles and poli- 
cies which have guided the work of our 
organization since its founding in 1915 
have a definite bearing on these prob- 
lems. Hence we respectfully invite your 
consideration of the following matters: 


The Current World Crisis: 


We are grateful that our Government 
has sought to prevent the spread of 
hostilities in the Middle East and is 
giving its support to the United Nations 
efforts to restore peace and obtain a 
fair settlement of the Arab-Israel dis- 
putcs and the Suez Canal controversy. 
To this end we would encourage con- 
tinuing the present policy of withhold- 
ing militar? aid to countries involved; 
and would urge extensive economic 
assistance through the United Nations 
to the victims of hostilities, to remove 
one of the causes of war. 

While sympathizing with the op- 
pressed people throughout Eastern 
Europe, we advocate that support for 
national independence be given only 
through ithe United Nations. Apart 
from humanitarian aid, intervention on 
our part would undoubtedly be inter- 
preted as politically motivated, and 
would only worsen the plight of subject 


peoples. 
Disarmament and 
Atomic Energy: 


We ask that you give serious effort 
to helping create a world in which 
science can enrich man’s life rather 
than threaten his annihilation. We 
urge that the initiative be taken by our 
nation—the world’s leading nuclear 
power—to stop the testing of H-bombs. 
It is urgent that this agreement be 
reached in the short time that may be 
left before “fourth countries” enter the 
nuclear weapons field and before some 
world crisis may provoke the military 
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JANUARY, 1957 


MEMORANDUM 
TO: Members of the 85th Congress 
FROM: WILPF, U.S. Section 


use of such weapons again. The efforts 
of the United Nations to conclude a 
total universal disarmament agreement 
can best be attained by calling for a 
moratorium on the development and 
testing of the intercontinental ballistic 
missile. We realize that such a step is 
only partial disarmament. We ask your 
leadership in pressing for the develop- 
ment of a comprehensive plan for con- 
trolled disarmament and in winning 
the support of the American people for 
such a plan. 

We believe this would be a confidence- 
building measure along with the devel- 
opment of atomic energy for peaceful 
uses, which the President has said would 
serve man’s needs rather than his fears. 
We welcome the establishment of the 
new International Atomic Energy Agen- 
cy and ask that you support prompt rati- 
fication of the Agency’s statute without 
crippling reservations. generous contri- 
butions of nuclear materials and techni- 
cal assistance, and adequate financial 
aid to permit atomic-energy use in those 
non - industrialized countries lacking 
other sources of energy. 


Failure of the 
Military Approach: 


We believe that the urgently needed 
reappraisal of our foreign policy must 
lead to certain basic conclusions: First, 
the national interest has been too nar- 
rowly conceived. This interest has 
proven more closely interwoven with 
the interests and welfare of all other 
peoples than has been admitted. Sec- 
ond, the excessive emphasis on arms 
has not brought security nor freedom. 
It has alienated otherwise friendly peo- 
ples and hardened political divisions in 
the world. Third, the great, positive 
potentialities of the resources and skills 
of the United States for contributing 
to the welfare of other peoples have not 
yet been realized. Thus the over-riding 
national interest—which is to have a 
world at peace with progress toward 
greater freedom—is yet to be achieved. 
Such progress will be achieved only 
through international cooperation by all 
countries for the common good. 


Our country has:assumed the terrible 
risks of preparing for a nuclear war, 


IN 


gambling not only with our own sur- 
vival, but with the health and heredity 
of people everywhere. Risks must be 
taken for peace. It will be necessary 
to reach a settlement with the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics. This will 
include a unified, disarmed. neutralized 
Germany, representation of the People’s 
Republic of China in the United Na- 
tions, and admission of Japan and other 
sovereign nations. The authority ot 
international law must be strengthened 
by bringing all countries into the United 
Nations. 

However, any United Nations police 
force will scarcely command respect if 
the great powers continue to foster big 
armies, alliances, and conscription. The 
85th Congress should begin by, reducing, 
not increasing, the military budget. 
These savings in foreign military aid 
would result in decreasing taxes and 
the national debt. They would release 
funds for economic and technical assist- 
ance, to be channeled increasingly 
through the United Nations. We urge 
you to support United States participa- 
tion in the International Finance Cor- 
poration, the Special United Nations 
Fund for Economic Development, and 
the projected Organization for Trade 
Cooperation. We urge also that you 
find a way to use our agricultural sur- 
pluses to feed the hungry and support 
economic development. We call for 
immediate reorientation of our economy 
from preparation for cold and hot wars 
to one based on human needs. We are 
confident that these positive policies 
will prove effective where the negative 
policies of the past have failed. 


Domestic Issues: 


The sincerity of a domestic program 
which will strengthen the dignity and 
worth of the individual both as a hu- 
man being and a citizen will help our 
country regain its position of moral 
leadership. Hence we hope that you 
will support such legislation. 


Civil Rights: 

We advocate prompt action on bills 
to strengthen civil rights statutes, to 
prohibit poll taxes, to implement the 
right to vote, to permit Federal prose- 
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POLICE FORCE 1956 

The war in Korea was referred to as 
Police Action by many, though never 
by the WILPF. In 1950, the League 
published a flyer headed, “WHAT DO 
YOU MEAN BY UN POLICE AC- 
TION?” This statement, accompanied 
by a sheet outlining details of the com- 
position, function and authority of the 
UN International Force and an analysis 
of its implications will be sent to all 
Branches for study and discussion. For 
the benefit of every member there fol- 
lows in abbreviated form some of the 
aspects which make the UN force now 
in the Middle East of peculiar interest 
to the WILPF. 


1. It was established by a strong ma- 
jority vote of the General Assembly 
and implemented by plans produced 
by the Secretary-General at the re- 
quest of the General Assembly. 


2. The Force is a temporary one, estab- 
lished for this emergency and within 
the context of the resolution its func- 
tion is to secure the cessation of 
hostilities. 

3. The prompt appointment of Major- 
General Burns of the Truce Super- 
vision Organization as Commander 
of the new Force, responsible to the 
Secretary-General and ultimately to 
the United Nations, with his func- 
tions so defined that he is clearly 
completely independent of the pol- 
icies of any one nation, establishes 
the Police Force as a UN responsi- 
bility. 

4. The size and equipment of the force 
itself is significant. Limited to 6,000 
officers and men, lightly armed, it 
was recruited from member states, 
excluding any from the. five great 
powers or the belligerents. 

5. It is in no sense a successor to the 
invading Anglo-French forces nor is 
it to take over their functions. 

6. It has no military objective. 

7. One of the governing principles is 
that it cannot be stationed or operate 
in a country without the consent of 
the government of that country. 

8. The strength and effectiveness of this 
Force obviously does not rest in its 
size or equipment. Outnumbered 
and out-armed, its significance rests 
solely on public opinion which, for 
the first time officially, has declared 
its rejection of the use of force. True. 
it is rejection and not renunciation 
of the use of force (an important 
distinction) and its success waits to 
be proved. However, out of the de- 
spair and disillusionment over the 
debacle in the Middle East a new 
sense of direction has actually 
emerged. It must be welcomed. 
watched and helped to operate free 
of military implications or practice. 


EmiLy SIMON. 


BRANCH NEWS 


From Montgomery, Ala., Elsie Picon 
of the Detroit Branch telephoned Na- 
tional Headquarters to tell of the intense 
interest in WILPF among participants 
in the Conference on Non-Violence 
sponsored by the Montgomery Improve- 
ment Association. 

eeeee 

The Traverse City, Mich., WILPF got 
an invitation for Mildred Olmsted to 
talk to the Lion’s Club there. She was 
the only woman present at that meeting. 

eeeee 

Pennsylvania’s Dorothy Hutchinson 
gave an hour-long radio talk on H-bomb 
tests as a result of our advertisement in 
the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. 

The 30th birthday of the Denver, 
Colo. Branch was celebrated on Novem- 
ber 2, with Annalee Stewart as guest 
spcaker at a luncheon. 

eeeee 

The International Friendship Center 
in Ithaca, N. Y., had its first anniver- 
sary party on UN Day, giving it the 
international flavor by serving exotic 
dishes. Besides the WILPF, the League 
of Women Voters, the AAUW, Women’s 
Church Council and a number of other 
organizations are participating in this 
venture, whose founder and chairman 
is our own Marta Teele. 

eeeee 


A new and active Branch, Philadel- 
phia Center City, had a program on 
India and a bazaar and sale of India 
goods in a local art gallery. 


WILPF UNITY IN CRISIS 


Nothing could better demonstrate the 
way the national sections of the WILPF 
operate when faced with a world crisis 
than the communications which have 
come to members of the international 
executive from our International Chair- 
man, Else Zeuthen. These include copies 
of a letter to the Secretary-General of 
the UN, sent by Emily Simon on behalf 
of the International, statements on the 
Suez crisis sent to their parliaments by 
the French and British Sections, state- 
ments on both the Middle East and 
Hungarian crises by the Danish and 
Norwegian Sections, and a letter to 
Ambassador Lodge from the U. S. Sec- 
tion commending the resolution he 
brought to the Security Council. The 
principles enunciated in these docu- 
ments parallel the statement of our 
U. S. National Board (see December 
Four Licuts) and clearly show how 
all our sections act within the frame- 
work of the principles and policies of 
our organization. 

The accompanying letter from Mme. 
Zeuthen quotes a report from Gladys 
Walser, WILPF International Consult- 
ant to the UN, on the subject of the new 
UN Police Force: “...I1 am very 
glad that the bitter lesson learned from 
the Korean War has influenced the 
present action. No longer will the UN 
allow itself to be used to bless the mili- 
tary operations of its members! . . . 
in his second and final report on the 
Police Force (the Secretary-General) 
says: ‘While the force is different from 
the observers of the Truce Supervision 
Organization, it is, although para-mili- 
tary in nature, not a force with military 
objectives’... ” 


ELIZABETH WEIDEMAN, Chairman 
Comm. 2n Work of the Internat’l. 


When Emily Greene Balch was born 
... American women were confined by 
the social tradition of their time more 
than the younger generation of today 
can imagine . . . They were not veiled, 
no; but men said of women that “Her 
place is in her home, and that’s where 
she should stay”... . Any form of in- 
telligence in a woman was disapproved 
of as “mannishness”. To learn—to learn 
anything — systematically and thor- 
oughly, was thought to be “intellectual” 
and repulsive to men. 

When Bryn Mawr College was found- 
ed in 1885 to provide an institution of 
“advanced learning for women” Emily 
Balch, then eighteen years old, entered 
with the first small group of American 
girls . . . She graduated in 1889, holding 
the highest academic record in her 
group ... She was awarded a European 
travelling Fellowship .. . and one of 
her first, quiet, almost unconscious as- 
saults on the barriers of ancient _ pre- 
judice was her conquest of European 
academic circles. 

It was Emily Balch, then a girlish 
American student, who perceived with 
the intellectual clarity which has always 
been her noblest gift, that all humanity 
is one, that no single individual can fare 
really well and be safe, no, not even a 
child, no matter how carefully his in- 
dividual mother tended him, if the 
society around them is organized with 
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EQUALITY OF WOMEN IN THE lL 


By GERTRUDE BAI 


At the end of the Tenth Session in Geneva of the U 
of Women in March, 1956, Mrs. Nina Spiridonova, the dele 
conveyed, in the name of her government, an invitation 
Department concerned, and to the representatives of Inter) 
Organizations present, to participate in a SEMINAR f 
problems dealt with in the Commission. This invitation 
was accepted, and Gertrude Baer, representing WILPF 
was asked to attend the Seminar on behalf o/ the Inte 


was represented by Edith Adlam. 


Miss Baer has sent a full and fascinating report ¢ 
the USSR to all the National Sections of WILPF. Held 
1956, the Seminar was attended by some 95 women repr 
Agencies, but Women’s organizations, Trade Unions, Re 


professional groups from all over the world. 


Beginning this month, Four LicHts will print exce 
form, in order to bring you as much of it as possible. 
women in government and science, children’s libraries, 


This is not a report of any delegation 
entrusted with a specific mission in the 
USSR. The account covers my trip of 
only 18 days to attend the Seminar, the 
purpose of which was well defined by 
the invitation as well as by the mandate 
received from the Women’s Interna- 
tional League for Peace and Freedom. 

Although, ever since 1917, I had been 
keeping myself continuously informed 
about the rapid developments in the 
USSR, facts seen in their context, prog- 
ress seen with one’s own eyes, the real- 
ities—good and not so good—of life 
itself, the contacts with so many various 
human beings north and south, were 
striking, and left vivid impressions of a 
country whose population works at a 
terrific pace catching up with seven or 
eight decades, if not a century. This 
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nter, 1956, edition of the Bryn Mawr Alumnae Bulletin, 


ld Fisher paid tribute to Emily Greene Balch on che 
r 89th birthday. Now, on the 90th birthday, of Emily 
rint excerpts of that tribute, which speaks so well our 
ippreciation of this great and noble woman. 
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stupid unwisdom . . . When the time 
came for her wonderful early pioneer 
work against war, she perceived that it 
is not as well-meaning, kind-hearted 
individuals that women could battle 
against war. She looked for causes. . . 
A soundly organized effort was needed 
as much in resisting war as in any other 
attempt to improve human conditions. 
... She made a specialty of economics 
and the social sciences . . . She taught 
political science, political economy 
and social science at Wellesley College. 
served on State and City Commissions, 
founded the WILPF, received the Nobel 
Prize for her intelligent, never-wearied 
work for international understanding. 


... Let me make one urgent appeal to 
you—never, never take her for granted. 
Quicken your imagination of the enor- 
mous distance she has come and has led 
others . . . Take an occasional look at 
veiled, ignorant, useless women with 
hands kept soft in order not to impair 
their “charm” . . . look from them to 
your grandmothers, their minds 
purposefully kept soft and useless for 
thought, in order not to impair their 
charm. And then give three cheers for 


Emily Balch. 


What better birthday present for 
Emily Greene Balch than a new 
member for the WILPF in January? 


IN THE USSR — Moscow Seminar 


-ERTRUDE BAER 


‘eneva of the United Nations Commission on the Status 
idonova, the delegate frora the USSR to the Commission, 
, an invitation to delegates, the UN Secretariat of the 
rtatives of International und National Non-Governmental 
a SEMINAR for an exchange of information on the 
This invitation (announced in October Four Licuts) 
enting WILPF on the Status of Women Commission, 
of the International WILPF,. The British Section 


inating report of the Seminar and her experience in 
WILPF. Held in Moscow, September 15 to October 2, 
95 women representing not only governments and UN 
ade Unions, Red Cross, Child Welfare, business and 
d. 


will print excerpts from Miss Baer’s report in serial 
it as possible. Subsequent installments will describe 
dren’s libraries, and a visit to Leningrad and Kiev. 


is a gigantic effort, and an experiment 
without precedent. 

The Seminar, opened by Nina Spiri- 
donova, Nina Popova and Lydia Pe- 
trova, set to work to discuss, on five 
successive days, seven aspects of “The 
Equality of Women in the USSR”. For 
five days, three full hours a day were 
devoted to a different topic in the fields 
of equality: Equal Rights in the spheres 
of Politics, Government, Economics, the 
Legal Family Status, Social Security, 
Public Health, Maternity and Child Pro- 
tection, Education, Science, Culture and 
Art... . There were 89 women experts 
in the various fields at the disposal of 
the lecturers to answer questions .. . 
and we daily received detailed answers 
to the innumerable questions “shot” at 
the speakers. 


Among the wealth of information 
contained in the important exposes 
given by women holding some of the 
highest State positions, the examples 
chosen here are typical but no more 
essential than others shown in the com- 
prehensive material presented, which, 
owing to limited space, unfortunately 
cannot be included. . . . 


The Seminar was held at the spacious 
and comfortable hotel where all of us 
were accommodated. About half a dozen 
simultaneous translations by telephone 
from and into Russian, from little 
booths as we know them so well in the 
UN, facilitated our work. . . . 

Achievements in political equality 
were dealt with by A. M. Pankratova, 
member of the Presidium of the Su- 
preme Soviet and chairman of the 
Soviet UN Association; Professor Gor- 
shenin, member of the Supreme Soviet 
and Director of the Law Institute, dis- 
cussed equality of civil rights as be- 
tween men and women in the USSR; 
Nina Popova, Secretary-General of the 
Central Council of Trade Unions, gave 
a comprehensive picture of women’s 
role in labor; the Minister of Social 
Security of the RSFSR, Nona Murav- 
yova, reported on the problems of social 
security and women’s full share of it; 
and Dr. Kovrigina, Minister of Public 
Health of the USSR, described in her 
lecture the network of public health 
built on principles of planned develop- 
ment. ... 


Economic Equality 


Let me begin by giving some data 
concerning the equality of the women in 
the USSR in the economic sphere. My 
summary ought to be presented against 
the background of the humiliating 
status of women in Czarist Russia; of 
the years from the October Revolution 
in 1917, including the Second World 
War; and of the phenomenal progress 
in science, industry and agriculture 
during the succeeding 10 years, when 
the Soviet Union was actually trans- 
formed from an agrarian country into 
a major industrial power. However, I 
shall have to restrict myself to this 
third period, when the Soviet women’s 
right to work was guaranteed. But 


Until 1956, a married woman in 
the Netherlands was not entitled to 
put her signature under an agree- 
ment to rent or buy a house or flat, 
or under contracts with insurance, 
gas or electricity companies, etc. . . 
A new law now gives both partners 
in marriage equal rights with re- 
gard to the communal property 
and reserves for each the right 
concerning personal property held 
at the time of marriage. However, 
there is a clause in the Bill stating 
that the husband is the head of the 


marriage union. 


legislation is not enough. The right to 
work does not only signify economic 
independence of women, the opportunity 
of participating in socially productive 
labor on an equal footing with men, 
but beyond that—and this, I suggest, is 
paramount—the opportunity of taking 
an active and constructive part in the 
organization, shaping and management 
of the national economy of the country. 

Women now constitute 45.4 per cent 
of all factory, office and other workers 


engaged in industry. In 1954 the per- 
centage of women workers in machine 
building was 44; in electrical engineer- 
ing 47; in radio engineering 55; in 
machine-tool and tool building 36; in 
transport-machine building 40. In 
some branches of production their pro- 
portion is even greater. There are, for 
instance, 50.2 percent women workers 
in the food industry, and 51.6 percent 
in the meat and dairy products indus- 
tries. 


Dependence of the U. S. econ- 
omy upon the female labor force 
continues to increase to such an 
extent as to indicate that woman’s 
occupational revolution has not yet 
finished, says Earl E. Muntz, Pro- 
fessor of Economics at New York 
University. Data show that the 
economic productivity of women 
has been rising with every forward 
step in education and training. The 
number of women workers has in- 
creased by more than 7 million 
since 1940, and in October 1955, 
the total stood at 21,419,000. 

Nevertheless, women’s wages and 
salaries tend to lag behind those 
of men. Although wage differen- 
tials based on skill are gradually 
narrowing, wage differentials based 
on sex are tending to widen in 
favor of men. 


Among specialists with higher educa- 
tion the percentage of women is 53; 
with special secondary education 66% ; 
among economists, statisticians, plan- 
ning and trade experts 69%; among 
doctors 764% and among all medical 
workers 914%; among lawyers, 31%. 


Women in Industry 


We saw many women working as 
forewomen, team leaders, factory sup- 
erintendents and directors of enter- 
prises. Women’s work on the mechan- 
ized collective farms is rapidly chang- 
ing. 41% are reported to be agrono- 
mists, livestock breeders, veterinaries 
and foresters with higher specialized 
education. 

Every woman finds an opportunity 
to work. While age is a real problem 
in other countries, as we all know, it 
is no obstacle to the employment of 
women in the Soviet Union today. Wo- 
men who receive old age pensions 
frequently continue to work if they 
wish—for instance teachers, physicians 
and engineers. We saw a number of 
elderly women when visiting children’s 
libraries, the music school in Moscow, 
etc. 

Marriage and motherhood are no 
reasons for dismissal or refusal to be 
hired. . . . Women’s work outside the 
home is facilitated by labor laws, thou- 
sands of creches, kindergartens outside 
and in the schools, boarding schools, 
where the mothers know their children 
to be under good care and supervision 
of educators and physicians. 

Some participants severely criticized 
this system as destroying family life, 
the security-creating warmth and love 
of the home atmosphere, etc. . . . An- 
other critical comment on the large 
number of women working outside their 
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MEMORANDUM—{(Cont'd from pg. |) 


cution for lynching, and to establish ar 
hipartisan commission on civil rights 
in both Congressional and Executive 
branches. Such legislation will have 
more opportunity for enactment if the 
Senate rules are amended to permit a 
majority of Senators to close debate. 
We seek support for United Nations 
efforts to promote human rights by the 
processes of persuasion, examples, and, 
where possible. law. 


Civil. Liberties: 

We ask repeal of the Internal Se- 
curity Act of 1950 and the Smith Act; 
and the restriction of the Federal Secur- 
ity program, as advised by the Supreme 
Court, to so-called sensitive positions 
only. Moreover, the protection of “due 
process” and other safeguards of the 
Bill of Rights should be extended to all 
hearings and appearances, whether judi- 
cial, administrative, or legislative. 


Free Movement of Peoples: 

We urge your backing for full finan- 
cial support for the United Nations 
Refugee Fund and the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, for 
early ratification of the Convention on 
Status of Refugees, and the Convention 
on Stateless Persons. We further re- 
quest your support for an extension of 
the Refugee Relief Act of 1953 and re- 
vision of the Immigration and Natural- 
ization Act of 1952 to eliminate discrim- 
ination and to preserve the standards of 
fair judicial process and review. 


Capital Punishment: 

Since the right to life is a funda- 
mental human right, we ask that you 
work for the abolition of all capital 
punishment. 


Civil Defense: 


We deplore the waste of money, time, 
and effort on a defense which is no 
longer realistic in an era of nuclear 
weapons. We recommend non-military 
Federal disaster relief programs to 
handle needs resulting from both nat- 
ural and man-made disasters. 

The responsibility of our country and 
of you, one of its elected leaders, is 
very great. We trust that you will be 
given the insight, understanding, pa- 
tience. and courage for the task of 
building a world in which all men can 
live in peace and freedom. 

Respectfully yours, 

Meta RiIseMAN, President 
United States Section 

ANNALEE STEWART, Legis. Sec’y. 
United States Section 


Have you sent your registration 
for the Legislative Seminar, Feb- 
ruary 5-7, 1957, to the Washing- 
ton Office? See December Four 
Licnts for details. 


FLASH! 

The total goal of the Balch Fund, 
$25,000, has been raised. A later issue 
will carry a brief report of plans for 
the use of the whole Fund. To date, 
it has made possible the continuance 
of the Field Service, further support 
for the work of the Committee for 
World Disarmament, and a contribution 
of 10% of all receipts to the work of 
the International. These allocations 


have expressed the major purpose of 
the Fund to push forward the program 
and ideals of the WILPF. 


EQUALITY—{Cont'd from pg. 3) 


honies was that the men’s wages alone 
would not be sufficient to feed their 
families. . . . 


As long as housing and other after- 
war conditions are what they are in the 
USSR—and not only there—it seems 
certainly more reasonable courageously 
to face facts and make life for the 
housewife and mother easier than to 
add to her daily difficulties and worries. 


Maternity leave with full pay is fixed 
at 56 days before and 56 days after 
childbirth, and in the event of abnormal 
birth or birth of more than one baby, 
post-natal leave is longer. The mother 
is allowed a paid break of at least one- 
half hour every 314% hours of work in 
addition to regular rest and lunch 
breaks, and a similar system is in force 
on the collective farms. . . . If a child 
falls ill, the mother is released from 
work and draws a grant at the expense 
of the social insurance fund, which is 
administered by the trade-unions. . . . 


From the many accounts given by 
the working women themselves in pri- 
vate and public, it was my impression 
that there is, in particular among the 
younger generation, a new concept of 
and a new relationship towards their 
work as part of their relationship to- 
wards their community. They make 
full use of all opportunities for educa- 
tion. Like everyone else they are 
entitled to universal, free and compul- 
sory seven—and now even ten—years 
of schooling with free access to higher 
and specialized education. Special eve- 
ning educational schools in the factories 
or outside; and a vast network of school- 
ing through correspondence allow them 
quickly to catch up with men and, often, 
to surpass them. 


Work gives them the possibility of 
acquiring independence, new knowledge 
and skills and quick advancement to 
jobs with higher pay and responsibil- 
ities, thus ensuring them a better social 
standing in their team in the plant as 
well as in their community outside. In 
every one of the stories told by the 
women workers themselves you could 
feel the devotion to their work, the 
pride to be valued members of their 
group and to enjoy the confidence of 
those with whom they were working. 


The principle of equal pay for equal 
work is being implemented . . . and it 
was interesting to hear the speaker 
stress that the experience of the Soviet 
Union refutes the widespread theory 
that the reimbursement of women’s 
laLor on the same terms as that of men 
is a heavy burden for a country’s 
economy... . 


A couple of days at the Black Sea, 
with the snow-capped summits of the 
Caucasus in the background, gave us 
the opportunity to rest and watch 
crowds of working women and men 
enjoying their holidays and undergoing 
medical treatment in the huge, beauti- 
fully situated rest-homes, called sana- 
toria, in resorts such as used to be 
reserved for the benefit of the small 
stratum of those able to pay large sums 
for their recreation and the restoration 
of their health. Here were striking 
examples of the value of social security 
for evervbody. 


AGATHA HARRISON. An impres- 
sion by her Sister, Irene Harrison. 
$2.00. Order from The Bookship, 
600 Lexington Avenue, New York 
22, N. Y. Agatha Harrison was a re- 
markable woman and a devoted member 
of the British Section, WILPF, who 
died in 1954. Her sister has written a 
book about her, recently published in 
England, which gives an inspiring pic- 
ture of this brilliant, sensitive, supreme- 
ly tactful human being. Mme. Pandit, 
in a foreword, describes her inner poise, 
tolerance. perseverance and her endur- 
ing faith in humanity. She had, as well, 
a delightful sense of humor. 

Agatha Harrison was earning her 
living as a teacher at the age of 16, 
then pioneered in welfare work in fac- 
tories. Although without specific aca- 
demic qualifications. she was appointed 
to the London School of Economics as 
a tutor. Then came work in China, the 
U.S.A., and especially in India, where 
she worked with Gandhi and was con- 
sulted by politicians and diplomats on 
difficult questions. Later, her influence 
was felt at UN Assemblies. Her last 
assignment before her death was to 
Geneva for an international conference 


on Indo-China. 


Before ore of her journeys abroad 
she wrote to her family, “If I don’t 
come back . . . don’t let people be 
black-edged about me, will you? I’ve 
had a glorious life even if it has been 
strenuous, and if I had to choose all 
over again, I should wish it to be as 
it has been.” 


The Fourth National Conference 
on International Economic and So- 
cial Development will be held Feb- 
ruary 12 and 13, 1957, at the 
Statler Hotel, Washington, D. C. 
Co-chairmen of the conference are 
Charles Taft and Murray Lincoln. 
The President will be invited to 
participate. There will be many 
interesting speakers to present what 
is being done by the United States, 
results of research reports, and the 
stake of the people in economic 
aid. Representatives of foreign 
countries receiving aid will partici- 
pate. There will be a Senatorial 
luncheon at which both parties will 
be represented and a second lunch- 
eon featuring women’s contribu- 
tions. 

The Legislative Office hopes many 
Branches will be represented. You 
may send your registration fee 
($5) to: National Legislative Office, 
214 Second St. N.E., Wash. 2, D. C. 


The Women's International League 
for Peace and Freedom 


Literature Office 
2006 Walnut St., Phila. 3, Pa. 


Please send Four Licuts to: 


($1.00 per subscription) 


Make checks payable to the 
Women’s International League 
and mark the check for 
FOUR LIGHTS 


Enclosed is my check for $........... 


